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The International Labour Organization (ILO) recommends for an approved medicine 
chest with readily understandable instructions to be on every ship without a doctor on 
board. 

It is assumed that the officer who has the responsibility for the care and treatment of 
seamen aboard a merchant vessel will have had training in the administration and use 
of the recommended medicines.

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines Maritime Administration requires every ship to carry 
and maintain an adequate medicine chest.

It is recommended that the medicine chest be supplied in accordance with the 
''Guidance to the International Medical Guides for Ships (IMGS) 3rd edition: Interim 
advice on the best use of the medical chest for ocean-going merchant vessels 
without a doctor onboard'' jointly issued  by WHO (World Health Organization)
Collaborating Centres , for the Health of Seafarers and the International Maritime 
Health Association 

In this regard please note the following:

 The interim advice is only to be used in conjunction with the International 
Medical Guide for Ships 3rd edition as published by WHO in 2007.

 All items suggested from WHO in the original list on pages 430 to 461 are 
included.



 Any additions to the original list (items and comments) are made visible by the 
use of italic letters. Reference pages from the medical textbook to the list of 
items which justify the additions are given.

 Running numbers have been given to the list of medicines and equipment 
including added items.

 Drugs, forms, books and equipment which are mentioned in the textbook but 
have not been displayed in the list of medicines are added to the list in 
alphabetical order.

 Reference pages to the medical textbook are given for all items to ease the 
use of the list.

 If an item may be omitted under special circumstances this is mentioned in 
italic letters in the last column.

 Suggestions for quantities have been included. Quantities are calculated on 
the basis of the following assumptions: Ocean-going merchant vessels without 
a doctor onboard. Maximum duration of travel of 3 weeks. Crew sizes of 10, 
20, 30 or 40 persons.

 For merchant vessels without a doctor onboard engaged in coastal trade or 
going tom nearby foreign ports, and not more than 24 hours away from a port 
of call, for fishing boats and private craft: Quantities may be adapted or omitted 
on the advice of a qualified medical practitioner or pharmacist with regards to 
the destination, medical facilities ashore, number of crew members and cargo.

 For dosage, contra-indications, unwanted effects, radio medical advice 
and further remarks the users need to refer to the original text of the 
IMGS 3rd edition.

 Recommended quantities will not always reflect the standard packs in a given 
country. In this case the recommendation is for the nearest available 
dispensing sales pack above the minimum required quantity.

 Owners and operators may substitute exact equivalents on the advice of a 
qualified medical practitioner or pharmacist, provided they are satisfied that an 
equivalent level of treatment is assured.

 Specific items will not be available in certain countries, for example 
Chlorpyrifos was banned in the European Community (Directive 98/8 EEC of 
16th March 1998). The pharmacist will have to supply an analogous drug in 
corresponding quantities. The same is true for items which have transport 
restrictions and cannot be delivered locally.

 For ships carrying dangerous goods according to the IMDG Code*: Medicines 
and equipment already available in the IMGS list may be counted toward the 
Medical First Aid Guide (MFAG) numerical requirement, if appropriate.

This Administration requires a Certificate of Inspection for the medicine chest by a 
pharmacist or trained medical professional as evidence that the medicine chest has 



been examined and complies with aforementioned. Validity of such certificate shall not 
exceed one year.

In the case where a doctor is present on board, the quantity and type of medicine to 
be kept is at the discretion of the doctor and falls within his/her authority and 
responsibility.

Ships carrying dangerous goods (IMDG Code) are required to carry on board, in 
addition to the above requirements, a copy of the Medical First Aid Guide for Use in 
Accidents Involving Dangerous Goods.

Please find herby annexed relevant table which may be used in conjunction with the 
International Medical Guide Ships 3rd Edition only.

* Medical First Aid Guide (MFAG) for use in accidents involving dangerous goods. 
International Maritime Organization, London, 2004.






















